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blue-gra- y stage, covering
AVAST the entire floor space and

auditorium: grent cur-
tains of the same neutral

lhade, gracefully draped at the hack
tnd sides: a mysterious light falling
from an Invisible source upon the
dancing figures of reincarnated Greek
codde&es: thus did Isadora Duncan
transform the Century Opera House,
chancing It from a theatre Into an
Amphitheatre and turning its civilized
artificialities Into the natural beau-
ties of classic art.

The "Duncan theories," the "Duncan
rult" and the "Duncan school" have
been vaguely discussed for years by
people to whom the terms meant little
more than Greek costume, bare feet
and a general freedom from the con-
ventionalities

the
of civilization. Now

that the Kuropean war has planted
the entire organization In the

lap of New York city a still
more lncoheri-n- t Hood of conjecture,
Kos.ip and enthusiasm has been led
turned loose. the

If Isadora Duncan Is by Instinct a
dancer she Is more Instinctively
a teacher. With a life record of
battling against the accepted order
of things It has become a habit with
her to Impress her radical Ideas uon
any minds that she can possibly reach.

As a child in San Francisco she

OVER 4,000
SLIP on n wet day

COUNTIES wful bit of a
watvrfront. and its

scores of huddled canal boats
teem rather to add to the flatnt.-- s of
that nook In the city's dockage.
There they lay, yawning iNixe- - in
their utter emptiness or seemingly on
tho verge of sinking under their
loads of gravel, broken stone nnd
Kind Tho.r truncated cargc-e-s looked
like the backlsmeH of nn array of
trenches and all sign of animation
were hidden as If for life's protect-
ion. At the far end of the nearest
oargo of sand a Jilt of rusty stove-
pipe peeptd above the ridge nnd a thin of
streak of smoke betrnyed tho pres-
ence of a habitation. It was nil llko
a touch of the sodden battle lines
abroad save that In this caw the
human denizens hail not "dug In" to
escape nnd shell.

P llow.ng the trail of that wisp of
nnnKe the cabin of tho canal boat was
tllstovered snuggling close under tho
lee of tin- - hillock of sand nnd presently
the fliilo of the loby hnjch was is
i.ithe Ijih i; ami a cheery masculine

'i' e ,il out, "Won't you come
a'mard"' You'll find It more com-f'jr'a'.- le

than up there on the dock
"'! n in th- - rain."
Tt.e skipper of the Mary Ho was

"glit arid it was something of a rove-"iti.- u

i., tin- - landsman to llnd how of
" in ss and convenience could

irrnngeil an n rectangular space
abi.jt twelv feet square. The cabin
w.is at ,.nco living room, bedroom,
th.n- - room nnd kitchen and the
fu'lur motiMir and three little ones
wen a smiling lot despite their rather
riw,l d quartern. All threo of tho
oinigstens tho eldest less than live

Je.ir ,,!, -- in,l K.,, i,nl n that
bom. and possibly Iicciiumi of their oft' luli t years, dltl not yet ire fleet tho
W'U-s- t side of life, aboard tho lmrges
""'1 'anal boats that frequent our
'fwr'xir.

"N- - C0 a montti Is not much
tnutuy hut the wife nnd kiddles have
a roof over their hi ails; wo get our
fuel free, besldtn and generally thciro
is plenty of fresh air to mnko nil
hands hungry when meal tlmo nr-ri- v

s. The only thing that troubles
JJs s the coming of the day when the
' "lit ones will need schooling. Per-
haps tii,. en nn j iat dow not move to
rapidly imt It gets; around a lot, nnd

(shifting makes It hard for our
ehlMren to m taught regularly. Just

amused herself by inventing dances
teaching them to the other chil-

dren, so that before long he was
made a regular teacher In the dancing
school conducted by her mother.
Meanwhile she was herself acquiring
every variety of technique by study-
ing with one teacher after another,
always appropriating what seemed
good to her and discarding what was
obviously bad.

A professional engagement as the
first fairy in Augustln Daly'.- - produc-
tion of "A Midsummer Night's Dream"
brought her to New York and Lon-
don. Hut her Independent Ideas soon
freed her from the restrictions of a
theatrical management.

It was in an attempt to Interpret
quatrains of Omar Khayyam that

Isadora Duncan first evolved the
scheme of combining words, music and
dancing. When presented th.s
new tyic of art In London It was at
once labelled "Greek." The coincidence

her to begin n systematic study of
life and art of ancient Greece.

She copied the poses of the figures on
Grecian urns, took note of details of
costume and ivtid every authoritative
discussion of the Greek religious fest-
ival.

Hut It was In Pans that her system,
which had previously been vaguely
exiH.'rlmental, became definitely and

the same I would rather be here than
fixture In town, ami we can wait

some years yet before leathering
nlout tho kiddies' education."

Now this happy-go-luck- y attitude
has Its distressing consequences. The
Federal Commission on Industrial

In Investigating conditions
around the city has revealed tho fact
that there nre over 4,000 children
living alward barges visiting New
York harbor who never go to wchool
and who nre In a fair way to reach
maturity nnd be as Illiterate as the
run of their parents. With this
illiteracy goes Ignorance, nnd because

tho conditions under which they
nre reared In their cramped homes
there are physical and moral short-
comings of a distressing chnmcter and
degree.

True, this state Is more especially
prevalent among tho children of coal
bargemen. Somehow with the dirt
nnd grime of the cargo Is bred slat-
ternliness In the mothers anil distress,
lng habits among the children. Tills

not to bo wondered nt when (it
times ns many as ten persons nivi
crowded together In a single cabin
measuring ten by fifteen feet.

Miss Mnry Oakley Hay, for some
years u visitor for the Society for the
Improvement of the Condition of the
Poor, declared a few months ago that

the barge people that came to the
association for aid 40 per cent, were
suffering from pulmonary tuberculo-
sis, and that other bodily weaknesses,
due to the clrcumstnnces of life aboard
these craft, were very prevalent.

"In many cases from the day of
birth '.lit! children nltonrd of these
itinerant homes are exposed to perils
and hardships. Indeed, this herltnge
antedates their very birth In the form

privations and exposures, to which
their mothers are subjected, The an-

nals of our coastal coal trade show a
shocking number of wrecked or foun-
dered barges every year. When a
storm proves too much for the laboiw
ing tug then the steam craft ruts the
lines and nets adrift her utterly Im-

potent tows, .Sometimes the wave
tossed barges are rescued or other-
wise survive, but not Infrequently Hie
people aboard of them go down wit It

their sinking homes or perish or suffer
grievously In an open boat In a battle

reach a haven.
Again children may bo nick aboard

these barges and without medical at-

tendance for days, or they may bo

THE SUN, SUNDAY, APRIL

A group of Isadorians at home, and portrait studies (insets) of two of Miss Duncan's pupils.

Hopes Little Group, Driven Here by European War, Will
Remain as the American Branch of

International Chain
permanently fixed. Hero she finally
settled upon the simple ens t times by
which the beauty of the body should
bo enhanced Instwid of disguised.
Here oho decided that a plain Kick-grou-

of a neutral shade was more
effective than any scenery and that
no stage properties weie necessary
beyond n few garlands of flowers or an
occasional scarf of llanilng color.

The stiff broken Htm character-
istic of the conventional ballet had
given way entirely to the continuous
curve. which alone according to the
Duncan theory are beautiful. Kelnx-ntlo- n

and imagination became the
guiding principles of her techn.que.

Europe received the new art with
spontaneous delight. A tour of the
Continent and later of England re-

sulted In n sudden multitude of
"Greek dancers," the establishment of
a "Greek cult," and the appropriation
of the Isadorlan Ideas for every
"cause" from dress reform to woman
fuffrage.

brought Into the world In the midst of
n gale ami under clrcumstnnces that
make a physician's assistance Impos-
sible. Indeed, as many will testify, the
rough, untrained service of the Uirge-ma- n

has hnl to sulllce, supplemented
by such lu-l-p as his children could
render nt the time! Privation nnd an
utter lack of privacy Just when care
and separation meant as much to all
tho offspring ns to the mother.

And yet married men, nnd prvfer-nbl- y

thos( with families, are well n:fh
uniformly dniniintli-i- l by barge owners,
because this combination givei them it
firmer hold upon the men entrusted
with the care of their property. The
fear of being discharged and landed
upon the dock In midwinter binds these
employees to their Jobs despite the
meagre wages.

Hut all Is not gloom In this floating
population. Some of the cannl boat-
men either own or are buying their
craft Just as the suburbanite Is win

It was only after some years of
.successful performance lit public that
Isadora Duncan was seized again with
the desire to teach her art to others.
An unusually successful series of ex-

hibitions In Germany led to the pur-
chase of a large house In Grunt-wald- ,

near Uerlln, and the establishment of
a permanent school.

Everything was In readiness for
twcnty-tlv- o children before the first
pupil arrived; n with
twenty-llv- o little doks, a dln'.ng room
decorated In blue and white with
plactv set for twenty-fiv- e, nnd a dor-
mitory with twenty-liv- e little blue and
white beds, each with Its blue and
white mat along.--' til ami n Delia
Kohbla plaque on the wall, while
twenty-fiv- e blue and white uniforms
hung upon pegs, ready to 1u worn by
twenty-liv- e little girls.

In less than a month the school was
tilled to Its capacity. Every pupil was
completely supported by Isadora
Duncan herself, the parents resigning

ning a pennamnt home for hlm-elf- .
Up-stat- e builders will fashion a iOD
ton canal boat for t'.OO down anil let
the skipper owner pay the rest of It,
say fl'.MiO, Jiy Instalments nt the rate
of II per cent. Interest. iver at Erie
Itasin there is now a great fleet of
these cargo carriers making ready for
the beginning of tho spring nnd sum-in- -r

buslim-s- . In n few weeks they
will be loaded and bound up the Hud-
son and thence north to Canada via
Lake Champlaln or westward to Huf-fal- o

by the trail of tho Erie Canal.
During the iist winter tho schools

of llroiiklyu have felt the Influx of the
wsimleriug children of .this flotilla, and
now they long for their days of travel
that will bring them In touch with
scenes heard of only by most of tholr
shore classmates.

To tho city bred mother It Is ever
a marvel that these kiddles of the
canalboats live to grow up with the
constant menace of deep waters, but
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CHOOL OF DANCING

the entire responsibility for the chil-
dren's welfare, but with the under-
standing tint frequent visits would
be permitted,

The children, all of whom had to be
between 4 and 9 years of age, were

by a process of elimination,
those who showed imagination, phy-
sical adaptability and a sense of
rhythm being kept for a three
months' trial, after which they were
cither regularly enrolled or finally
dismissed. The strict Germ.in school
regulations were obeyed In every de-
tail, for in addition to the special in-

struction in dancing there was a full
curriculum, including musical, gym-
nastic and religious training.

All this was exactly ten years ago,
since which a branch of the school has
been established at Darmstadt, and
more recently a complete reorganiza-
tion effected at Mention, nctr Paris,
The little girls of the early blue anil
white stage have grown up into
miniature Isadora Duncans and are

i is a curious fact that but few
of the barge youngsters are ever
drowned, The wee ones play at the
end of a leash when the mothers nre
too busy to watch them, and some-
how It is not long before the cmallest
of them learn to swim. This Is- - the
least of the dangers to which they
are exposed. It Is pot always easy
for tho canalboat man to get pure
water for drinking purpo-es- , and here
lurks tho threat of typhoid. This Is
doubly so In the sewage tainted rivers
about Manhattan, and while this water
Is used generally for washing purposes
only still the germs linger and reach
the vegetables ami fruits In the larder.

Tho right kind of a canalboat
mother, and there are a great many
of them, believes her children better
off In that Moating home than others
of like modest circumstances living
ashore. She can always have her
eye upon them, tinlo-s- , unhappily, she

An school aboard a barge in Erie Basin.

Copynrht It." Johnson

now doing their share of training the
French, Russian, English ami Amer-
ican children who Joined the school
last year.

The six star pupils who appear with
Isadora Duncan In her exhibitions
form an Interesting group. They are
known only by their Christian names.
Anna, the eldest. Is actively con-
cerned with the affairs of the world
about her. Therese and Irma come
next, an Impulsive and spirited pair.
I.lsel is long haired and long legged,
physically the best dancer ' them
atl.

Gretel Is a thoughtful child, filled
with a sense of her dignity anil some-
what mystified with the American
manner of doing things. EriiM, be-

ing the youngest, is also the most se-

rious. She has recently had her hair
bobbed, but not quite so short as Isa-

dora Duncan's. One must be con-

servative In such matters.
As for the little ones, their names

must have been taken dlri-etl- y from
tho chorus of a Parisian operetta.
There is only one boy, nnd he of
course is .lean. Then the list reads
Annette, Hugliette, Yvette, Colette,
Marie, two Valentinas (known as
"big Vala" nnd "little Vala"), Alex-
andra, Mlnuka, Helen nnd Florence.
They have all mastered the funtli-menta- ls

of rythmic motion ami are

has to board them nsliore for the sake
of schooling, .and she Is watchful of
their moral well being nnd tries as
far as possible to make them happy
within their necessarily narrowed
sonc.

Wntch the youngsters at play and
It will be hard to llnd n more Joyous
lot, but to the shore mother their
romping seems recklessly near .sure
death, with the sweeping title swirl-
ing by. Hut those canalboat kid-
dles are a surefooted lot nnd, happily,
they don't go overboard. The young-
sters have plenty to occupy them and
not a few of them boast their little
gardens, where blazing geraniums ami
other flowering plants dashes

Pushcart Kieg

BARGE CHILDREN IN NEW YORK WHO NEVER GO TO SCHOOL

impromptu

name Is Samuel Witkin. HoHIS has been Ini this country Just
seven years and he Is now

making over $,"..onn annually, lie has
over L'OO customers; busy, early rising
men who have Implicit' faith in his
capacity and honesty. And yet his
oft ice lias never seen a telephone, a
stenographer or a bookkeeper. As a
matter of fact his otllre is in almost
total darkness throughout the day.
The only article of furniture it pos-t-ess-

is a shiny stool, with one leg
missing.

Mr Wltkln's customers are not rich
men, far from it, A few of them make
as much as live or six dollars a day,
but tile majority earn barely enough
to keep them comfortably clothed ami
fed. And yet they are typical busi-
ness metis of a certain sort, not only
of New York, but of every big city
in the land,

The rqsh hour in Mr. Wltkln's busi-
ness is about il A. M. Each day nt
this time a long line of his customers
are waiting outside his place of busi-
ness, and as soon as the doors are
opened they llle in. choose their wares,
deposit ten or fifteen cents In Mr.
Wltkln's broad palm and Issue forth
to the fortunes of the day. They are
a heterogeneous tribe of merchants,
caparisoned In every vagary of mistlt
Mid picturesque raiment: and waiting
to buy of 'hem anil of others In the
same business s fully a third of tho
population, of the metropolis,

Only two years ago Mr. Wit kin was

11
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as graceful In their way as their
older sisters,

Scores of applications have already
locn made by American parents who
wish to enroll their chlldrn In the
Duncan school. Hut Isadora Duncan
refuses to commercialize1 her project
and prefers to wait until her own
resources permit the establishing of
nn American branch similar to those
abroad free for all children who prove
themselves properly qualified.

If the Ideal Is ever realized thero
will be soltools In ltussla, France,
England, America, and possibly
Grcee-- , with Isadora Duncan herself
dividing her time equally among them
anil occasionally moving an entire
group of pupils from one country to
another.

Any one of the four oldest girls
would be competent to conduct a
branch of the school at present, but
the entire plan must wait for the
settling of Europe's troubles. The
properties at Grunewald, Darmstadt
and Mention are all now being usenl
as hospitals.

Meanwhile the Isadorians are pur-slim- e

the exposition of their art for
the benefit of overclvllized Ameri-
cans In the hox that eventually the
seed now planted may grow Into a
permanent educational institution of
practical its well as artistic value.

of color, anil even vegetables serve
the double purpose of decoration nnd
usefulness,

Indeed a fleet of these canalboats
sounds like a limiting barnyard nt
times as they nro towed up and down
the Hudson, for chickens are fre-
quently to bo found ulxiard as regular
members of the household, while cats
and dogs lend more animation to tho
atmosphere of domesticity.

Tho children born nbonrd liarges
are very much Intluencotl by that
environment. The toys generally fol-
low In their father's footsteps, while
the girls marry among the boatmen
ami thus perpetuate n distinctive
das.--.

of the East Side
himself one of them, but that Indefi-
nable something which puts money in
the pockets of some men worked hap-
pily for Mr. Wilkin, and he soon found
himself pose.-se- tl of a thriving busl-n- t

ss. with line at his disposal and
money In tho bank.

What Is Mr. Wltkln's buslnes? do
down along Aenuo A or the Howery
any Saturday night and you will sen
lined up along the curbs thousands
of vendors with all kinds of wares; a
wild riot of color anil contusion. Every
vendor displays his goods from a small
pushcart, anil If you should ask one
of them where the pushcart came from
lie would in all proluhiluy n ime the
place of business or Samuel Wltkln.

Yes. Samuel Wilkin Is familiarly
known as the Pushcart King. Ills cus-
tomers are men who ply the precari-
ous trade of llle street vernier. Mr.
Wilkin now lias 200 pushcarts, and ho
Is constantly Increasing his stock. Ills
office is the basement of a Hat on
East Tenth street, dark and grimy, to
b sure, bir1 answering the purpose
admirably. Hero he has locked up
every night "in or more empty push-
carts, which tho following morning
will bo trundling all over the various
parts of the city tilled with merchan-
dise, In the summer ho rents them
for in cents a day and In the winter
for 10 cents a day.

Seven years ago he landed at Ellis
Island a raw, awe Inspired young llus-Hlu- n.

To. day he Is milking $5,000 a
year, Is happy and ambitious.


